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Tornados
1-3 per year"

Bl 4 - 6 per year
B 7 cpervear

* per 10,000 square miles over one 28-year period

National Summary of Tornado Occurrences, 1953-1980

TORNADO

Description

Tornados are extremely violentlocalized windstorms.
A tornado is characterized by a funnel cloud that
reaches to the ground with wind velocities inside the
funnel as high as 200 miles per hour. Tornados are
formed by violent thunderstorms and hurricanes.
They appearas a vertical funnel cloud reachingtothe
ground, and creatingan incredibly loud roar. Tornados
almost always travel from the southwest to the
northeast.

O RelatedHazards

Tornados are usually part of a severe thunderstorm
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and may be accompanied by lightning, high winds,
floods, and flash floods from extremely heavy rainfall.

Geographic Considerations

Tornados can occur in every State, but are more
frequentin the Midwest, Southeast, and Southwest.
The states of Mississippi, Kansas, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Missouri, Nebraska,
Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and
South Dakota are at greatest risk.
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* Occurrences of Destruction Over a 50-Year Period

Tracks of Devastating Storms Caused by Hurricanes

Description Geographical Considerations

Hurricanes are severe tropical storms that spiral  Vulnerable areas in the United States include the
aroundacalmcenterknown asthe eye. Windspeeds territories in the Caribbean, the coast from Texas to
range from 74 miles per hour to a high of 220 miles  Maine, and tropical areas of the western Pacific
perhour. As hurricanes approachland, theycreatea  Ocean, including Hawaii.

storm surge aiong the coastiine that raises water

severai feet above high tide ieveis. Hurricanes aiso

dump heavy rains and cause fiooding as they travei
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Hurricanes may be accompanied by other severe
storm hazards such as lightning, tornados, and
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Areas and Periods of Freezing

Areas of Snowfall
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Bl WINTER STORMS

Description

Winter storms vary in size and intensity and may
affect a small part of one State or several States at
once. Winter storms may be categorized as ice
storms, heavy snowfall, or blizzards.

O RelatedHazards

Flooding can occur when large amounts of snow melt
in a short period.

Geographical Considerations

Almost the entire United States, except Hawaii and
the Territories, are at risk. The level of risk depends
on the normal severity of local winter weather. Winter
storms known as nofiheastemcause extensive coastal
flooding, erosion, and property loss in the northeastern
and middle Atlantic States.
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